
Thomas and Mdm Diafoirus

ARGAN Oh Madam Diafoirus, I receive with great joy the honour you do me.

MDM DIAFOIRUS We come here, Sir, to declare our delight at the favour you do us.

ARGAN The pleasure is all mine!

MDM DIAFOIRUS My son Thomas is entirely at your service. (To her son) Now, 
Thomas, come forward, and pay your respects.

THOMAS Shall I begin with the father?

MDM DIAFOIRUS Thomas, we’ve spent three hours practising it at home.

THOMAS Yes, mummy, I remember. I am not stupid. Father, stepmother, daughter. 
(to Argan). Sir, I come to salute, acknowledge, cherish, and revere in you a second father; 
but a second father to whom I owe more than to the first. The first gave me birth; but you 
have chosen me. He received me by necessity, but you have accepted me by choice.

TOINETTE Long live the universities which send such clever people into the world!

THOMAS (to Monsieur PURGON) Did I do good, mummy?

PURGON  Focus, Thomas. Focus.

THOMAS  (to himself) The stepmother. (to Beraldine) Madam, it is with justice that 
heaven has given you the name of stepmother, since we see in you the perfect beauty 
which…

ARGAN It’s not my wife, it’s my sister you are talking to.

THOMAS Oh, where is your wife?

ARGAN She will be here soon.

THOMAS Mummy, shall I wait till she comes?

MDM DIAFOIRUS No, go with the compliments to the young lady in the meantime.

THOMAS Madam, as the statue of Memnon gave forth a harmonious sound when it was 
struck by the first rays of the sun, in like manner do I experience a sweet rapture at the 
apparition of this sun of your beauty. The naturalists remark that the flower heliotrope 
always turns towards the star of day, so is my heart for ever turns towards the resplendent 
stars of your adorable eyes as to its only pole.



Mdm Diafoirus

TOINETTE If this gentleman is a man of honour, he ought not to accept a person who he 
can not love!

MDM DIAFOIRUS The ancients had a custom, Madam, to carry off by force the maiden 
they wished to marry, so that she doesn’t seem to keen to fly into the arms of a man.

BERALDINE Pretences are not necessary in our age!

MDM DIAFOIRUS Pretences are the basis of good manners!

BÉLINE (to Argan) If I were you, my darling, I would not force her to marry; I know 
very well what I should do.

BERALDINE I know what you mean, Madam, and how kind you are to her. But it may 
be hoped that your advice may not be fortunate enough to be followed.

MDM DIAFOIRUS That is because well-brought-up and good children, like her, scorn to be 
obedient to the will of their fathers.

TOINETTE  The duty of a daughter has its limits, Madam.

MDM DIAFOIRUS I have never met such a disobedient child as Angélique. 

BÉLINE I need to lie down, my love, I think my migraine is coming.

BELINE leaves, BONNEFOI follows her.

MDM DIAFOIRUS I think it’s better if we too take our leave. Your daughter has a 
ridiculous pride, an impertinent presumption, which make her the scorn of everybody.

THOMAS Mummy, can I go and see that music teacher to arrange some lessons with 
him? He seems very good at his craft.

MDM DIAFOIRUS Shut up, Thomas, you have embarrassed me enough. Carriage, now!!!


